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What’s New? Read below to see what is happening with EduNova’s members and associates and partners.

1. Department of Education - Premier Announces Power of Positive Change Award

Students who believe in the peacemaking powers of pink stand to make a little green to help pay for their post-secondary education. Premier Rodney MacDonald today, Sept. 11, announced a $25,000 awards program to recognize public school students who make a positive change in their schools and communities. His announcement comes as students across Nova Scotia wear pink and participate in a range of activities to raise awareness about bullying in schools. 
"There are few things in the world more powerful or more life-changing than a good deed," said Premier MacDonald. "Through this awards program, I want to encourage more students to challenge themselves to make a difference in their schools, in their neighbourhoods and in their province." Positive Change Award 
2. West Island College - Class Afloat in Europe
The Class Afloat admissions department has been busy visiting partners throughout Europe where there has been a growing interest in Class Afloat as the premier high school and university option. Our Director of Development, Mr. Craig Kelley, traveled to Venray Holland to meet up with Travel Active and participated in a study abroad fair with dozens of interested families. While in Luebeck Germany, Mr. Kelley met with our German partner, StepIN, to invite families to tour SY Fryderyk Chopin, speak to our staff and learn more about the program. There was lots of interest from families including one student who was profiled by the local media.  Most recently, a partnership was formed with the Spanish education agency Redleaf, who is Spain’s largest study abroad provider for high school students.  As Class Afloat continues to grow in numbers and popularity, the international community is joining us to make this the best educational program available to a young person today. Class Afloat in Europe 
3. Dalhousie University - Lessons learned
Students and professors in the Faculty of Architecture and Planning held a launch last week for a new publication, A Comparative Study of Two Communities in The Gambia: Half-Die and Old Jeshwang. The Bachelor of Community Building and Design program is run in The Gambia, although the first degrees will be awarded from Dalhousie. Three former Dalhousie architecture students from The Gambia teach this three-year degree course in a country which prior to this program had very few trained architects and planners. The West African country is one of the smallest and poorest countries in Africa. Like many countries in the global south it is rapidly urbanizing and in desperate need of practical solutions to expand sustainably. 

“We can affect the lives of a lot of people (through this program),” says Prof. Wanzel, who joined the teaching faculty of the School of Architecture, in what was then the Nova Scotia Technical College back in 1973. “This is a place where the successes and failures of student work truly have large impacts on the communities they live in." Lessons learned at Dal. 

4. Nova Scotia Agricultural College - Three NSAC Graduate Students Excel in International Research Meetings, Bring Home Top Awards
Three NSAC graduate students, Morag Dick, Catherine Pal and Jennifer Dobson, have received top awards in international research meetings recently held in Nova Scotia. Morag Dick was the recipient of the prestigious Susan Crissey Memorial Scholarship from the Comparative Nutrition Society for the best student paper on captive animal research. The award also included a $1,000 travel stipend. Morag presented her research at the Seventh Biennial Symposium of the Comparative Nutrition Society held at Liscombe Lodge, Liscomb Mills. More academic accolades were received by Catherine Pal and Jennifer Dobson, who attended the graduate student competition in the recent IX International Scientific Congress in Fur Animal Production held in Halifax. Top Awards for Students at NSAC
5. Saint Mary’s University - Sinn Féin’s first Senator visits Saint Mary’s Art Gallery to view Aileen Meagher Collection
Senator Pearse Doherty, a prominent member of Sinn Féin, visited the Saint Mary's University Art Gallery today to view the Aileen Meagher Collection of Irish High Cross Rubbings. Senator Doherty was in Halifax as part of a visit to Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island from Sept. 8 to 12. Senator Doherty is a prominent member of Sinn Féin and one of its leaders. 

The purpose of the visit to the Maritimes is to brief Canadians on the Irish peace process in general and to help strengthen cultural links between Canada and Ireland. He took time out of his schedule to view the collection at Saint Mary’s because he’s particularly interested in developing links with Gaelic cultural and language activists during his visit to Canada. The Aileen Meagher Collection consists of approximately 125 objects, including field rubbings in charcoal on tissue paper gathered by Meagher during field trips in the 1960s. The rubbings are of historic low relief carvings from all over Ireland, dating from the Dark Ages through the late Medieval and early Modern periods.  Saint Mary's Art Gallery 
6. Mount Saint Vincent University - Welcomes First Student Refugee
Halima Abdille, the Mount's first student refugee, arrived on campus as part of the World University Service of Canada’s (WUSC) Student Refugee Program. Halima is from the Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya, where she has lived since fleeing Somalia in 1994. 

“The whole committee is really excited about the arrival of our first student refugee,” says local committee member Ashley-Jane Chow. “And thanks to the overwhelming support of the student body we can continue contributing to the WUSC student refugee program for years to come.” Students at the Mount are excited about meeting Halima and introducing her to the University community, MSVU, Halifax, and Canada. First Student Refugee 

7. Nova Scotia Community College - Tourism Management Students Celebrate World Tourism Day 2008

Students and faculty with Nova Scotia Community College's Tourism Management program will join the international celebration of World Tourism Day. The first World Tourism Day was celebrated on September 27, 1908. It was established by the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) as an annual day to foster awareness of the importance of tourism and its social, cultural, political and economic values. This year's theme, "Tourism: Responding to the Challenge of Climate Change" reflects the UNWTO goal of promoting sustainable tourism that includes environmental, socio-economic and climate responsiveness. World Tourism Day 
8. Jacques Whitford Ltd. - Acquires Winnipeg-based The National Testing Laboratories Limited
Continuing with a strong growth strategy in Western Canada, Jacques Whitford, a leading provider of engineering, sustainability, environmental and earth sciences solutions, announces its acquisition of Winnipeg-based National Testing Laboratories Limited (NTL). 
NTL is one of Manitoba's leading full-service geotechnical engineering, materials testing and environmental services firms. “NTL has been providing services in Manitoba for more than 85 years.” says Bob Seager, President of Jacques Whitford’s Western operations. “With the province expecting steady growth in the construction industry over the next few years, NTL’s expertise and reputation as a well-established consulting company will be great assets to the Jacques Whitford team and our clients’ projects.” Jacques Whitford and the NTL 

9. Acadia University - Acadia to benefit from $47-million investment in social sciences and the humanities
Acadia University will gain laptop access to an extensive body of national and international social sciences and humanities material, thanks to a joint $47-million investment by the Canadian Fountain for Innovation (CFI), eight provinces, and 67 universities. Acadia will be one of 67 universities in Canada that will be able to access, search, sort, and consult a rich digital collection of scholarly content, ranging from books, letters, and historical documents to music scores, maps, artworks, and visual materials. Many of these were not previously accessible to Canadians, or were only offered with limited access to print versions. $47-million dollar investment 
10. Dalhousie University - The best game you can name
This is not a sports story, but just in case you need to know, here’s the score: The Halifax Mooseheads out-maneuvered the Val D’Or Foreurs, defeating them 6 to 3. But for many, what was happening in the stands was more exciting than what was on ice. The International Student and Exchange Services organized a night out to Halifax Metro Centre for exchange students attending Dalhousie, many of whom have never donned skates before, let alone understand that when Canadians refer to "icing" they're not talking cake. 

A student from Singapore sat rapt at her first hockey game, watching the players glide skillfully from blue line to blue line. She was one of 51 exchange students from countries including Denmark, Sweden, Spain, Germany, the U.K., the U.S., Mexico, Korea, Australia and Malta who donned sweaters and scarves and banged spirit sticks in support of the herd.  Hockey, Part of Canada's Culture 

Archived issues: Top Ten Archived Issues
EduNova is a non-profit association of education and training providers based in Nova Scotia, Canada. EduNova’s membership includes all 11 universities, the 13-campus community college, the school boards through the Nova Scotia International Student Program, independent schools, private language schools, and several private training providers. EduNova’s mandate is to work with members to facilitate international student recruitment and to develop international partnerships. With support from the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, Nova Scotia Economic Development and the membership, EduNova was incorporated in October 2004, following a successful 5 year pilot project. For further information, please visit www.edunova.ca .   
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