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What’s New? Read below to see what is happening with EduNova’s members, associates and partners.

1. Acadia Advantage program expands with new laptop vendors
Acadia web portal will offer exclusive deals to Acadia students. Acadia University announced the expansion of its award-winning Acadia Advantage program, which will feature industry leaders Apple Canada and Dell Canada. Both laptop providers have been included by Acadia University as part of Acadia Advantage 2.0, which will begin in September 2008. By the end of April, Apple and Dell products will be available for purchase directly from the manufacturers through a web link exclusive to students at Acadia. The laptop models approved for use on Acadia’s campus are the Apple MacBook and MacBook Pro, and the Dell Latitude D630 and XPS M1530. Acadia University’s exceptional on-site hardware warranty service and user support will be provided for all Acadia-approved models from both Apple and Dell. With the launch of Acadia Advantage 2.0 in September 2008 students will have choice and ownership of their laptop, and they will also see a more than $2,000 reduction in the overall cost of Acadia tuition and fees over four years. Acadia Advantage
2. Government of Canada introduces changes to work permits for international students, making Canada more attractive for skilled individuals
The Honourable Diane Finley, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, announced changes to work permits for international students who graduate from eligible programs at certain Canadian post-secondary institutions, making it easier to attract foreign students to Canada. International students will be able to obtain an open work permit under the Post-Graduation Work Permit Program, with no restrictions on the type of employment and no requirement for a job offer. The duration of the work permit has been extended to three years across the country. Previously, the program only allowed international students to work for one or two years, depending on location. Work Permits for International Students
3. MSVU Students Largest Contributors to Capital Campaign
In March, students overwhelmingly voted to generously support the University's $16 million capital campaign, Building Tomorrow Together. This is the second time the student body has made this supportive gesture. The recent vote to support the campaign will translate into a gift of $275,000, which makes a total student contribution of $709,000. Capital Campaign 

4. Out of the Money 
Few announcements are more joyous for colleges to share than expansions of aid packages or loan forgiveness programs. But for all of the adulation, there can be another side — students, or in some cases alumni, who feel that they’ve been left behind. Out of the Money
5. King's Community Celebrates Excellence at Atlantic Journalism Awards
King's College alumni, faculty and students took home a total of eight wins at the 27th Atlantic Journalism Awards, held at the Halifax Marriott Harbourfront Hotel on May 3, 2008. Among the awards presented in 25 print, radio and television categories, King's alumni and faculty made up 19 of the finalists, with six Gold winners, and two King's students received other awards. King's & the Atlantic Journalism Awards 

6. The Casa Wilkirk Professional Development Series
Tell me, and I will forget. Show me, and I may remember. 
Involve me, and I will understand." Confucius 

Vale & Associates and CG International, in conjunction with its partner Casa Wilkirk, have developed a variety of courses to assist your organization in the process of creating highly effective, collaborative and creative teams as well as enhancing the development of strong management skills. 

To think outside the box you need to work outside the box. Both are required if the call for increased efficiency, reduced overhead and leading edged customer service is to be realized. Workshops 

7. The Greening of NSCC
NSCC is now starting construction on a second building dedicated to trades and technology called the Centre for the Built Environment (CBE).

"NSCC is committed to taking a leadership role as the College continues its journey toward environmental sustainability for the benefit of all Nova Scotians," says NSCC President Joan McArthur-Blair. "In addition to learning in a building that is itself environmentally sustainable; graduates of the facility will be prepared to take a leadership role in helping future employers develop more environmentally sustainable practices within the Trades & Technology sector." Green NSCC 
8. CBU Acquires New High Tech Research Tool
Cape Breton University (CBU), with assistance from the Government of Canada, is furthering its research capacity with the installation of a new high-field Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) spectrometer. Led by assistant professor of chemistry and researcher, Dr. Matthias Bierenstiel, the spectrometer is an essential analytical instrument for chemistry research, particularly for organic and inorganic chemistry. Research Tool 

9. Construction May Put Homeowners at Risk
Homeowners may be responsible if someone they hire to build or renovate their house is injured in the course of the work. This issue is the focus of a study being undertaken by Dalhousie researchers.

“Despite improvements in workplace safety in commercial-sized residential projects, a significant component of the residential construction industry is under the radar of efforts by government and industry to improve safety practices,” says Grant MacDonald of Dalhousie’s College of Continuing Education, the lead researcher of a study of safety in small residential construction projects. “We need to better understand how much knowledge there is out there among homeowners, independent contractors and workers, of their responsibility for workplace safety. Then perhaps something will be done.”  Construction & Homeowners 
10. Saint Mary’s to lead BioBlitz of Long Lake Provincial Park
More than 70 scientists from Saint Mary’s and other universities throughout Atlantic Canada will converge on Long Lake Provincial Park June 6 and 7 to conduct the first annual BioBlitz in Nova Scotia. A BioBlitz is a biological survey to identify as many groups of organisms as possible in a designated area in 24 hours. Similar events are held throughout the world in wilderness areas, but this will be the first BioBlitz in Nova Scotia. Starting at 3 p.m. on Friday, June 6, 11 teams of scientists will identify as many species as possible in five different habitats in the park. Throughout the night, the teams will bring their discoveries to a base camp at Exhibition Park to be identified and catalogued. The goal of the BioBlitz is to gauge the biodiversity in the park. BioBlitz  
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