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What’s New? Read below to see what is happening with EduNova’s members, associates and partners.

1. Nova Scotia Community College - Futures take flight with new NSCC Aviation Program

In response to industry demand, the Department of Labour and Workforce Development has committed to providing a one-time program development fund of $360,000 for aviation training at NSCC. “We are all aware of the present economic challenges, but there continue to be great opportunities in this province,” said Mark Parent, Minister of Labour and Workforce Development. “My department is constantly exploring new approaches to working with our industry sectors and education partners to find innovative solutions and approaches to our workforce challenges.  Today, I think it’s safe to say we’ve succeeded.” Aviation programs are expensive to operate and are run on a cost-recovery basis.  Today, Joan McArthur-Blair announced that College savings on program delivery will be passed on to students. NSCC will reduce tuition for students entering aviation programs in 2009 by 25 percent. For details about this story please contact Rhonda Brown, Communications Specialist, NSCC – (902) 491-4899 or (902) 499-7844.

2.  Acadia University - Acadia anticipates IT demands with new specializations
The future is the focus at Acadia University’s Jodrey School of Computer Science as it makes plans to introduce two new Computer Science specializations in September 2009. “Our faculty develops students to help shape the world we live in,” says Dr. Danny Silver, director of Computer Science at Acadia. “Over the last year and a half we’ve created two specializations — Environmental Informatics, and Mobile and Ubiquitous Computing — which will offer Computer Science students relevant, exciting opportunities to prepare for the huge market demand for IT specialists.” “Over the next 20 years, the career options for graduates with a university background in information and communications technology as well as an understanding of Earth and its environment will be excellent,” says Silver. “There is no other undergraduate program with this unique mix of interdisciplinary courses in North America.” New Specializations 

3. Dalhousie University - Relaying discoveries, Making strides on commercialization

Ideas and innovations, research and commercialization will flow seamlessly throughout a new complex set to open on Dalhousie’s Carleton Campus in 2011. The complex will be home to the Life Sciences Research Institute – designated by the federal government as a centre of excellence for commercialization and research – InNOVAcorp’s BioScience Enterprise Centre, Dalhousie’s Industry Liaison and Innovation (ILI) office and others. Research is intrinsic to a university where expert knowledge and passion for learning are in abundance and interdisciplinarity is fostered. Commercialization can be a natural extension of this research. The decision by InNOVAcorp, whose clients include early stage companies working in drug development, nutraceuticals and biomedical engineering, to relocate its BioScience Enterprise Centre was carefully weighed. President and CEO Dan MacDonald says the key advantage of the move from its prime downtown waterfront location is greater proximity to the university’s talent, expertise and services. He adds, “There wouldn’t be too many life science companies that didn’t have a connection with Dalhousie. Dalhousie would be, without a doubt, the largest producer of qualified people to work in life science companies in Atlantic Canada.” Building Big
4. University of King's College Names 2009 Honorary Degree Recipients

The University of King's College is pleased to announce that four individuals will be distinguished with honorary degrees, the highest award conferred by the College, at its Encaenia ceremonies on Thursday, May 14, 2009, at the All Saints Cathedral in Halifax. "This year's recipients are exceptional representatives of the ideals we aim to teach at King's. Though their work is diverse, they share a unity of endeavour: an unyielding dedication to their community, and a thoughtful commitment to the betterment of humanity." says Dr. William Barker, University of King's College President and Vice-Chancellor. "Convocation has selected a truly impressive roster for our 2009 Honorary Degree recipients. They are sure to captivate this year's graduating class and to inspire us all. Honorary Degree Recipients 
5. Saint Mary’s University - Sobey students in finals against “Americas” best

Finance students from Saint Mary’s University stood with the best investment teams in the hemisphere last week at the “Americas” regional final for the Global Investment Research Challenge. The team from the Sobey School of Business at Saint Mary’s (representing Atlantic Canada against university teams from across Canada, the United States and Latin America) made it through the semi-final round and into the finals as one of the top six teams. “Top six in all of the Americas is a win in my books,” said Finance Professor Dr. Greg MacKinnon who coached the team. “There is no doubt in my mind that students from Saint Mary’s can compete with students from any university in the world -- and I do mean any.” As finalists in New York, the Saint Mary’s team and the other five finalists were invited to be on the floor for the opening of the New York Stock Exchange the next day. The students from the Sobey School of Business included Bachelor of Commerce students Joel Muise and Michael Jack, and Masters of Business Administration students Nikolay Shimukovich and Victor Gendy. At the competition, they were required to present their analysis and valuation of a company, including a buy/sell recommendation, to a panel of industry experts. The competition gives business and finance students the chance to interact with investment professionals and top firms while getting real-world experience and mentoring. Saint Mary's Students in Finals 

6. St. Francis Xavier University - Government of Canada to invest up to $1 million in StFX track and field project

Members of St. Francis Xavier University varsity athletic teams, faculty and staff joined community members in celebration as the Honourable Peter MacKay, Minister of National Defence and Minister for the Atlantic Gateway, announced the Government of Canada’s intent to invest up to $1 million in the university’s outdoor track and field project. Mr. MacKay made the announcement at a well-attended media conference held March 19, 2009 at StFX’s Charles V. Keating Millennium Centre. The announcement coincided with the opening of the Canadian Interuniversity Sport (CIS) Women’s Hockey Championship, hosted at the Keating Millennium Centre March 19-22. “St. Francis Xavier University has earned an exceptional reputation at home and abroad for its outstanding undergraduate programs coupled with a history of academic excellence,” Minister MacKay said. New Fields
7. Dalhousie University - Turning heads around the world

Dalhousie’s newly created Environment, Sustainability and Society (ESS) program is already attracting international attention. At the mid-point of the UN declaration of the decade for sustainable education, leaders from around the world are gathering in Bonn, Germany from March 31 to April 2. Dalhousie’s ESS program has been invited to attend the UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development: Moving into the Second Half of the UN Decade. “This is very significant. There are five geographic regions and the college is the only one coming from the entire continent of North America,” says David Walden, secretary-general of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO. “As we share what we’re doing, we get two main reactions, both of them packing a wow factor. First people are amazed by the concept itself; and almost immediately they want to know‚ 'how did you do it? ’” says Prof. Mannell.

The integration of sustainability throughout the curriculum is key, according to Mr. Walden. “It promotes a sense of responsibility in both the local and the global. Ultimately, what this is about is taking responsibility at both a local and global level, creating students who understand that they can make a difference.”  Dalhousie's ESS Program 

8. Nova Scotia Community College - Government of Canada delivers marine simulator to Nova Scotia
A Government of Canada initiative will allow mariners-in-training to have a better opportunity to sharpen their seafaring skills without leaving dry land. The Honourable Peter MacKay, Minister of National Defence and Minister for the Atlantic Gateway, today announced the transfer of a world-class marine training simulator to the Province of Nova Scotia, along with federal funding for the Province to modernize the simulator. Nova Scotia Community College is the recipient of the simulator, which will contribute to the continued regulatory training and certification of Canadian seafarers at the College's Nautical Institute in Port Hawkesbury. "Our Government is taking action to create new jobs and expand our economy by investing in this state-of-the-art marine simulator," said Minister MacKay. "Given the forecasted increase in global marine traffic and shortage of mariners, this simulator will ensure that the Nova Scotia Community College is equipped to respond to the increased Canadian and worldwide demand for qualified sailors."

"The Nautical Institute has a reputation for excellence in training mariners," said the Honourable Judy Streatch, Nova Scotia's Minister of Education. "This state-of-the-art simulator will continue to enhance that reputation and ensure that the Nautical Institute's students are well equipped for a successful career in the commercial marine and fishing industries." Marine Simulator in Nova Scotia 

Archived issues: 
EduNova is a non-profit association of education and training providers based in Nova Scotia, Canada. EduNova’s membership includes all 11 universities, the 13-campus community college, the school boards through the Nova Scotia International Student Program, independent schools, private language schools, and several private training providers. EduNova’s mandate is to work with members to facilitate international student recruitment and to develop international partnerships. With support from the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, Nova Scotia Economic Development and the membership, EduNova was incorporated in October 2004, following a successful 5 year pilot project. For further information, please visit www.edunova.ca .   
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