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What’s New? Read below to see what is happening with EduNova’s members, associates and partners.

1. Saint Mary’s University - Saint Mary’s continues peace efforts in Northern Ireland
Fourteen students from Saint Mary’s will soon travel to Belfast, Northern Ireland to promote peace in the former war-torn country This is the fourth year in a row that students from Saint Mary’s will visit Catholic, Protestant and Integrated schools throughout Belfast and participate in the facilitation of conflict resolution workshops. While there, the students will also be interviewed about their work by the BBC and the Belfast Telegraph. According to Bridget Brownlow, Conflict Resolution Advisor at Saint Mary’s, the students will work alongside Catholic and Protestant students and promote hope for a more peaceful world in which we can all learn in a safe environment. 

Dr. Hetty van Gurp, President of Peaceful Schools International, applauds the University’s commitment to making this trip to Northern Ireland an annual event. Saint Mary’s is the first university both nationally and internationally to have met the criteria for membership in Peaceful Schools International, by virtue of its internal Conflict Resolution Program — a benefit for faculty, staff and students alike. Peace Efforts in Northern Ireland 
2. New Building at Sacred Heart School of Halifax
This spring promises to be a particularly important time in the history of Sacred Heart School of Halifax. Excellent progress is being made on our new Boys’ High School building and we are looking forward to the completion of the new facility toward the end of April. It is important to remember that the development of the Family Campus is in the best interests of our entire student population. Research and experience have demonstrated that there are significant differences in the way boys and girls learn and, with this in mind, Sacred Heart is moving forward with a time tested model for student success.

Our Family Campus Model will provide strong co-ed primary and elementary programs complemented by a separate girls’ and boys’ high school experience in one common, convenient location. Elementary children can remain connected to older sisters and brothers in a safe, secure atmosphere that encourages family participation. The School will offer a unique choice for Halifax families. We are confident that it will attract new interest in enrollment and help stabilize the future of the School. February 22nd - Open House. For more information contact Sacred Heart School of Halifax at admin@shsh.ca 
3. Mount Saint Vincent University - RBC Provides Link to the Future
RBC, a long-standing supporter of Mount Saint Vincent University, has again endorsed the University with a contribution to its capital campaign that will help “link” the Mount to its future. RBC’s $200,000 donation to the “Building Tomorrow Together” capital campaign will be used to build a link between the existing E. Margaret Fulton Communications Centre and the new Teaching, Learning and Research Centre as well as endow the Mount’s first Leadership Scholarship. “When we were asked to support this campaign, it was an easy decision,” says Greg Grice, Regional President Atlantic, RBC and member of the University’s Board of Governors. “Quality education, quality facilities and a chance to reward students for academic excellence and leadership in their community – it was a great fit for us with an institution of the highest regard,” he says. For more information contact Mount Saint Vincent University, Robyn McIsaac, Public Affairs at 902 – 457 – 6339. 
4. Acadia University - Acadia offers new option in first-year experience
Acadia University is introducing an adventure in learning for select first-year students in September 2009. Connections – Acadia’s First-Year Option will feature small classes, community engagement, and a trans-disciplinary approach to teaching and learning. “These modules are going to be an amazing new way to learn,” says Dr. Sonya Major, director of the Fountain Learning Commons. “Connections courses are not offered anywhere else in Canada – these are unique to Acadia.” The reasoning behind Connections, which has a limited enrolment of 50 students for 2009, is to allow first-year students to immediately connect with their classmates, their professors, the university, and the community. What makes the option unique is that each module will be team-taught by professors from different areas of specialization with varying perspectives. The modules will also have community project requirements and action sessions. New First Year Experience 
5. Nova Scotia Community College - The power to change the future
Over the next five years, NS Power shareholders will invest $1.5 million in NSCC's Centre for the Built Environment (CBE), currently under construction at the Waterfront Campus. This investment will fund the renewable energy technologies that will power the CBE and support research that will lead to practical, accessible energy solutions for Nova Scotians. "As a company, we are focused on adding new renewable energy from a variety of sources, as well as helping customers find ways to manage their electricity use," said Rob Bennett. "Our shareholders' investment is an expression of confidence in the work being done at NSCC. Through this partnership, we will explore new ways to help Nova Scotians reduce energy consumption while increasing the potential for new young entrepreneurs to build a greener future for our province." The power to change the future 

6. St. Francis Xavier University - StFX voter turnout in student elections poised to set national record
St. Francis Xavier University student voters turned out in droves on Feb. 9-10 – an unprecedented 60.4 per cent, what is almost certainly the highest turnout in the country – to cast their ballots during the 2009 Students’ Union elections. It’s yet another example of how StFX’s students are connecting with their university. “Voter turnout at St. Francis Xavier remains the envy of every campus in Canada,” read an article posted on Maclean’s OnCampus news, where other campaign turnouts came in around 12-14 per cent. Just days before, StFX students were riding atop the Macleans.ca National Survey of Student Engagement when an amazing 95 per cent of students responded favourably when asked if they would return to their current institution – the highest number in the country. High Votes
7. Nova Scotia Department of Education - Minister Delivers New Text Book for Physical Education
Nova Scotia students hold centre court in a new physical education textbook being distributed to high schools across the province beginning this week. Active Healthy Living: Physical Education in Nova Scotia is the province's first resource developed to directly support physical education, which was made mandatory in high schools this year. "This engaging, informative textbook contains images of Nova Scotia students and teachers in action, along with a wealth of health-related information that I know will encourage young people to stay active throughout their lives," said Education Minister Judy Streatch. The 250-page hardcover book for Grade 10 students addresses a range of topics including exercise science, personal fitness, the promotion of life-long physical activity and nutrition.

"At a time of rising obesity levels and health-related problems among our youth, it is essential we raise the profile of health and physical education in our schools and across society as a whole," said Ms. Streatch. "That's why it is so important to have high-quality resources, like this textbook, in our schools." Physical Education - working the body And the mind 
8. Dalhousie University - Top-notch MRI finds a home on Dal. campus

A corner of the Dalhousie University campus is now home to the world’s most sensitive MRI machine.

The biomolecular magnetic resonance imaging machine is housed in renovated space at the National Research Council’s Institute for Marine Biosciences. The $4-million machine will allow researchers to view incredibly small samples of material at a level of detail never before thought possible. It’s essential for scientists developing new drugs to determine how the compounds they design interact with substances like proteins inside the body, said Dr. Don Weaver, an internationally renowned chemist and neurologist based at Dalhousie. MRI finds a home on Dalhousie campus 

9. University of King’s College - First-Year Students Rank King's Best Educational Experience in Canada
With the release of the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE), the students of the University of King's College have been ranked the happiest in Canada with their first-year educational experience. NSSE, a survey of hundreds of US and Canadian institutions, provides benchmark comparisons for universities, ranking level of academic challenge, student-faculty interaction, supportive campus environment, active and collaborative learning, and enriching educational experiences. This massive international survey summarizes the overall student engagement with academic and social life on campus. The College's results were teased out from Dalhousie's and have a separate spot in Maclean's, the first time King's has gone head to head with other Canadian schools in rankings. First-year students rank King's the Best 

10. Halifax Grammar School - HGS Students Attend Model United Nations Conference
The weekend of February 13, seven HGS students, travelled to Washington DC along with Ms. Laura Brock to participate in a Model UN conference. The North American Invitational Model United Nations established in 1963, is the largest model UN conference in North America hosting over 3000 participants. During this 4 day conference, each student represented a nation, as a delegate for the United Nations, and researched two topics that would be open for debate during their committee sessions. They were responsible for serving as representatives of that country’s policies. The goal of the conference was to propose amendments and solutions to the problems presented. The topics of discussion included Nuclear Disasters, Finance for All?-Policies and Pitfalls in Expanding Access and The Outbreak of H51/Avian Flu in Eastern Europe to name a few. It was an educational experience interacting and debating with students from around the world as well as listening to the international views they represented. In addition to this, the conference included a unique experience of the Georgetown culture and tour of the DC area. HGS Students & the UN Conference 
Archived issues: 
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